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than the Spanish; they numbered 197, but only 49 were
over 200 tons. The total tonnage of the Spaniards was nearly
double that of the English. The Spaniards had nearly
double the number of men, but a large proportion were
soldiers, not seamen* Yet it was not a fight which was to be
settled by size or number. The Spaniards were overwhelm-
ing if they could bring their whole force to bear, but it
remained to be decided whether they could do this.
The fact, realized now, but dimly seen then, is that the
two " fleets " were radically different, the Spanish of the
past, the English of the future. Fighting mainly in thetwofleSl
smoother waters of the Mediterranean, the Spanish ship
was a castle on the sea, directed by the sailors, or even at
times rowed by galley slaves, but depending for fighting
purposes on the fact that it carried a mass of well-drilled
soldiers. A Spanish ship carried few guns for its size, and
little powder for them. Manoeuvring, seamanship, gunnery,
were all subordinate matters; the one object was to come
at once to close quarters, to board and fight it out with
steel and arquebus. So the Spaniards had beaten the
Turks in the great sea fight of Lepanto. A Spanish fleet
was, briefly, an army at sea.1 But the English seamen, bred
in rougher weather, had developed a more seaworthy type
of ship, lower, smaller, stiffer, and faster, offering a smaller
target, carrying relatively far more guns, and trusting to
do its execution at a distance. In the sixteenth century,
guns could not be elevated nor depressed, and good shoot-
ing therefore depended on steering, and sailing qualities.
Thus in a breeze the Spanish ships, badly steered and
handled, heeling over before the wind, sent their weather
broadsides flying skywards, while their lee guns fired into
the sea. The English ships, however, on a more even keel,
made sure work, often hulling the Spaniards' exposed sides
below the water-line. Even the Spanish size and numbers
1 The Duke of Medma-Sidonia was to hand over the conduct of the enterprise
to the Duke of Parma (the general) as soon as he met him at Dunkirk.